
WASHINGTON.
«f liberty and Union, now and lorever, one and

Inseparable."

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1848.

All those who hold the Constitution of Ae United
States to be something better than a nose of wax, to

he twisted into any shape that suits the ambition
or the wilfulness of the individual filling for the
time the Presidential office, will be glad to learti,
from the Proceedings of the House of Kepresenta-
tives on Monday, (published in to-day'? paper,) that
the usurpations of Legislative power by the Execu¬
tive,during the Mexican war, are not to be passed over
in unbroken silence by the preseni Congress. The
Resolution adopted by the Hou*t*f on the motion oi

Mr. Botts, calling upon the President for the grounds
of his conduct in this particular, is at least an asser¬

tion of the right of the' House of Representatives,
the Grand Inquest of the Nation, to hold him to

account for it. If nothing more serious should grow-
out of it than the demand itself, it will stand upon
record as a protest against dumb acquiescence in
the grossest infractions of the Constitution ever yet
attempted by the Executive of the United States.
Such, we have reason to think, is the view taken of
the President** " Orders in Council," not by Whigs
alone, but by eminent jurists of the Administration
party itself.

THE CIVIL DISSENSION IN OHIO.

Our readers will have learned, from the notices
MttiUlh »l>o*r <"¦ " t'wu.iJ ill OUT

columns, that the persons chosen, or claiming to

be chosen, by the people of the several counties
and districts in the State of Ohio to compose the
Legislature of that State, arriving at the Seat of
Government to hold their annual session, have, after
being many days together, instead of organizing
themselves into deliberative bodies according to the
requirements of the Constitution, been able to agree
ou nothing but to disagree most obstinately and
pertinaciously. Our latest accounts, by the Tele¬
graph line, left them in a state of confusion worse

and worse confounded ; and the probability now
seems to be, that they will disperse to their several
"homes without effecting an organization of the Le-
gislature.

Into the merits of this dissension it is hardly
worth while for us here to enter. It is enough
that it exists, to make it a subject of deprecation by
all the lovers of law and order. But, happily, it is.
in no sense what it is sometimes termed, a Revolu¬
tion, nor even a rebellion. The People of the State
have no concern in it at present but as spectators
of an idle contest between their servants, among
whom they will not fail to find out who is to blame,
and to rebuke them accordingly. Nor will any
serious evil.ensue, should the Legislature altogether
fail to be organized. The Government of Ohio will
not be dissolved, or even shaken, by it. The af¬
fairs of the State, under its Executive officers, will
go on quietly as usual. The consequence, as we

understand it, will simply be the intermission of a

legislative session lor the current year; a cireum-
stancc perhaps to be desired rather than regretted,
after the ill-temper and excitement into whjch the
representatives of the opposite parties in the State
have wrought themseJv©«.

Before 'the time comes for the Legislature again
to assemble, a new election will have been held
throughout the State, and the People will have
.ettlcd the question of w ho is right and who is wrong
in this controversy much more effectively and satis-
fia ?torily than it could have been settled had powder
and balls been resorted to, as would probably have
been the case in any Government differently consti¬
tuted from ours, instead of the ballot-box.

s

The Chinese Difficulty..We gave such ac-!
counts of the disagreement between Mr. Davis and 1

the Chinese Imperial Commissipner as reached us

by the steamer Canada, and we do not perceive
that any others have been brought by the Niagara.
The Editor of the New York Commercial Adver¬
tiser mentions that he has seen a letter on the sub¬
ject, in which a belief is expressed that the diffi¬
culty would be adjusted to the mutual satisfaction
of the parties.

There was an unusual attendance of spectators
at the Supreme Couft yesterday, drswn together by
the intelligence that Mr. Webster would deliver
an argument in the case of Xorritr$. City of Hot-
ton. J. Prescott Hall and Mr. Webster are for
the plaintiffs in erior, and Messrs. Ashnin and
Davis, of Massachusetts, for defendant. The
question involved in this ease is the constitutionality |
of a law of Massachusetts authorizing a tax of two
dollars per head on every alien passenger arriving
within any of its ports or harbors, to be levied on
the master of the vessel or owners or consignees.
Mr. Webster *poke for about two hours, and was
listened to with earnest attention.

We are gratified to learn that the Hon. Georoe
E. Badoer was yesterday re-elected, by the Legis-
lalure of North Carolina, a United States Senator
from that State for six years from the 4th of March
next, when his present term of service will expire.
The Hon. A. P. Bi tler was on Thursday last

re-elccted a Senator of the United States from the
State of South Carolina, for six years from the
4th of March next, when his present term will
expire.

The Hon. W. B. Seabrook entered upon his
duties as Governor of the State on the same day.

Indiana Senator..We have already mention¬
ed the fari of Governor Whitcomb's election to the
United St-v.es Senate by the Legislature of Indiana.
We learn from the Indianapolis Journal that .the
election was made on the first ballot, as follows :

Jam«-« Whitcomb (T)em ) 76
Edwaril A. Hunnrgm (Drm.) IS
Caleb B. Hmilu I Whig) .f>3
8ca*.t»r>ig ®

It appears that the election turned «m the ques¬
tion of excluding slavery from the new Territories.
The candidates being interrogated on this point,
Mr. H\nm:oan declined to give a positive pledge
favoring sock a policy, while Governor Wmitcomb
did not herniate to give an unequivocal pledge.

Several -balloting* for a United States Senator
were had hy the legislature of Florida on the 11th
instant. .No choice being made, the election was

postponed to a future day. The names of the gen¬
tlemen voted for are, Sami f.l L. Bvrritt, who re-
reived 20 votes, Otowl T. Woon lfl votes, Jesse
J, Finley 7-votes, Jackson Morton fl voles, and
blanks 2, This was the state of the first ballot.
The succeeding ballots did not materially vary
Crom it.

Mokk Awr.aiCAB Wms..A New 9rl*ane paper man-
liens a me «x<*lknt win* from tbe produce of two proeperoua
«fa«yania R*«r Ns'cb# x, Mia-tiaeippi. A third vineyard baa
rwcriilj b-«n commenced at the same locality. The wine
h»* the flavor of borli, mu»:a», and champagne combined,
but does not cfl'erveece.

INDIANA STATE DEBT.

Th e State debt of Indian a is rapidly getting into
a shape which will be entirely manageable, and
will place Indiana among the solvent States. An

arrangement was made with her foreign creditors
by which she was relieved trom one-hall her e

The general principle of this arrangement was that
her foreign bondholders should surrender their
bonds, and in return receive (for one-half of them)
the Wabash and Erie canal, and tinish it to bvans-
ville. For the other half the State was to issue new
bonds at five per cent. This arrangement has been
almost entirely consummated. The Wabash canal
is in the course of rapid completion. 1 he Audi o

reports that.
The Public debt of the State on the lit of July,

^ ^ ^^1847, was i'"i"i ' '

The amount of bonds surrendered, uptoJuiy i,
^11348, is ' ' '

Leaving, as ub >ve, still outstanding 1,890,000
One-half of the surrendered bonds (91,579,000)

has been re-issued in new five per cent, bonds.
An equal'amount is struck oil ll*e. Sl?ie . V 1being an equivalent to the value of the Wabash and
Erie canal.

. , ..

Upon the whole, the affairs of Indiana arc in a

very prosperous condition. The great canal irom
Lake Erie to the Ohio will sooh be completed, and
the credit of the State fully r^torcd..C in. Atlas.

The Whig Statu Convention of Connecticut,
which met at Hartford on Wednesday last for the
purpose of selecting candidates for State officers to
be voted for at the ensuing spiing election, nomi¬

nated the lion. Josiu-u Trumbull lor the stationl of
Governor (an excellent nomination) and the Hon.
Thomas Li. Backi-s for Lieutenant Governor.
The Convention was largely attended, and the

Delete* in attendance gave v»ry flattering accounts
of the prospects of the Whig Parl>" 10 their respec¬
tive towns and counties.

Texas Electoral Election..A letter from
Austin, dated the *27tli ultimo, gives the following
as the, result of the election in fifty-six counties
which have been heard from : Cass 8, <05, Taylor
3,777 ; majority for Cass 5,018. There are twen¬
ty-three counties more to hear lrom, among which
are those on the Rio Grande, and also the count}
of Santa Fe, from which last no returns can be
expected. Returns received after the 27th ultimo
would be invalid, and would not be received.

Florida..The official canvass of the vote for
Presidential Electors in Florida shows a majority
of 1,301 for the Taylor and Fillmore ticket.
The aggregate vole is 7,777; of which Gen. I a\-
lor received 4,53'J, Gen. Cass 3,238, and 19
scattering.

.

Hon. Thomas S. Drew, Governor of Arkansas,
has transmitted to the Legislature his resignation
of that office, upon the duties of which he very re¬

cently entered. The reasons for this step the Go¬
vernor states to be entirely of a private nature.
The resignation i** 10 take cfTect on the lust tlaj ©t
the session of the Legislature.

Brevet Major General Pf.rsifer F. Smith arrived
in New Orleans on the 9th instant. He was to
leave for his command upon the Pacific in the
steamer Falcon, for Chagres.

CALIFORNIA ADVENTURERS.
The " stream of human life " is now setting as

irresistibly toward- California as Dr. Johnson de¬
scribes its current through Fleet street, in London.
We arc not absurd enough to think of arresting
this current; btU a few suggestions in relation to
the route and its embarrassments may not be whol¬
ly unprofitable. f

The gold attraction is so strong that few arc will¬
ing to loo» »he time uecessarv to go by water iuund
the cape or by the overland route. Thousands
rush impulsively to Chagres for the purpose ol get¬
ting " across lots " to Panama, forgetting that they
are then more than three thousand miles from their
El Dorado.
The voyage-to Chagres, over two thousand miles,

is usually a pleasant one. But Chagres is a town
with few inhabitants, no accommodations for stran¬
gers, and wretched facilities tor travellers. I here
is little or no variation of the thermometer, and its
climate for strangers is as bad as miasma and feter
can make it.

Unless the facilities for taking passengers from
Panama to San Francisc should be greatly increas¬
ed, thousands will be necessarily left there for
months, in a situation which can as easily be ima¬
gined as described..Albany Kvcning Journal.

GOLD.
Admitting all that has been reported of the gold

region of California to be true to the utmost, all
sober-minded men must nevertheless regard it, in a
national view, as rather a misfortune than a source
of congratulation. Visions of golden sands and
precious masses at* filling, and it may be said fe¬
vering the minds of thousands, and if the epidemic
continues we may expect to find them soon aban¬
doning the plough and the work-bench, the funda¬
mental sources of a nation's prosperity, for that
wealth which " perishes in the using." As far as

our experience of history runs, no nation which
abounded in gold was ever distinguished for one

solitary characteristic of true grerftness, or of that
which is more estimable, true happiness. There
are some axioms connected with this subject, of
which the following are worthy of consideration:
The deaire for »uddcn wealth is always morally injurious,

and operate* a* an effectual cbcck to ordinary industry-
Great Wealth, suddenly acquired, is eeldom beneficial to the

[oaneanorg or their children.
The plough and spade, emp'oyed in agriculture, are the

surest and rno»t effectual g >ld digger*.
All history, a* well a* gospel, inform* ua that the brat form

of human happiness is to be found in moderate.1 desires, in¬
dustrious and virtuous habits, in the fear of God, and in the
disposition which induce* u« to lay up our treaauree in heaven,
and not on earth .finrfolk Herald.

A gentlinian whom the dazzling prospect early induced to
.tart for the gold digging*, by the Chtgre* route, baa just re¬

turned, afU-r getting ss far aa Panama, finding there *wo thou¬
sand person* entitled to precedence in the vessels from thence i
and it i« computed there are ail thousand there now eager for
a chance te San Francisco.

Visotsia ri. California..The Richmond Whig hi*
been shown fourteen bare of gold from the Hooker aatae,
weighing 1,483 dwt*. They are the product of two months',
work, with twelve hand*. The value is ?2,403 51, or a littl«
more than *200 to the hand. j
Fi*a*Ck* or Visorm*..ft appears from the report of the

Finance Committee <.( the Virginia Legislature lhat the ac

tusl debt of the Stat" ia *6,903,»»1 Tb® i# li*M'
for guarantied bond* f.-r different works to the amount of I
$0,031,739.76. Of the amount of the State's indebtednes«,
f24ft,000 of .*> per cent, stock will be duo January 1, 1*50 s
and $500,000 more, that may now lie redeemed, will have
to be paid within the w*t ten years. The committee recom¬

mend aa sufficient the payment annually of $75,000, com¬

mencing now. The balance in the State Treasury on the 1st
of October neit is estimated at #134,923.68.
An English nobleman came down in a steamboat from St.

Louia to N*w Orleans last week, having with him a number
of animal*, birde, Ac , obtained in an excursion of some

month, among the wild, of the Wert. He had four fine buffa
loea, one with caff, and* the largest cow buffalo ev« seen
He intends stocking his park with these. He had al<o a

beautiful antelope, obtained from a naval officer, with a fine
bear. Heahoweda large collection of our prairie birds, Jtc ,

preserved in a fine state by his naturalist.

THE ELECTROTYPE DEPARTMENT OF THE
^AAbT SURVEY.

The following facts were gathered together by
the writer while examining that department of the
CoastSurvey where are drawn, engraved, and print¬
ed the beautiful charts and maps of that scientific
bureau :

The electrotype process was invented almost simultaneous¬
ly in Great Britain and Russia in tbe year 1838 ; the palm
of precedence, however, is generally awarded, we believe, to

a German named Jacohi, while in the employ of the Empe¬
ror of Russia, and the idea is sail' to have been suggested to

his mind by the accidental dropping of a copper coin into a

solution of copper and zinc when under the influence of a

galvanic battery. The coin was greatly enlarged, and when
the two masses were finally sepalated, by way of experiment,
it was discovered that a counterpart impression of the coin
was made upon the outside coating. The process alluded to

was first applied to the copying of small objects in relief, such
a > coins and medals. The coin or medal to be copied (or a

cast from it in metal) was soldered to a wire forming the ne¬

gative pole of a galvanic battery j a piece of copper of simi¬
lar dimensions was then attached to the positive pole, and
placed opposite to the cast of the medal, and at a moderate
distance from it, in a solution of sulphate of copper or blue
vitriol, tf'hc battery being set in operation, the copper of the
plate at the positive pole was dissolved and transferred to the
negative pole, where it was deposited on the surface, of the
medal, conforming with the utmost minuteness to every cavi¬
ty or elevation. Separating the electrotype deposite from the
mould, a relief was produced corresponding to an intaglio,
nnd an intaglio to a cameo or relief.

It vtras socn seen that this electrotype process might be ap¬
plied with great advantage to the copying of engravings, in¬
cluding those of maps and charts, but the difficulty was to

prevent the adUeeion of the electrotype plate to the aurfu.ee of
the original, thus destroying the prints of the engraver.
A coppor.plato yields a very limited number of impressions

before the wear of the surface destroys the tharpness of the
engraved lines, or defects in the plate render the whole sur¬

face <.' blurred." Engraving on steel is a very expensive pro¬
cess, owing to the slow progress made by tho graver in the
hard and tenacious material, and the cost of pUtes of steel in¬
creases rapidly into thin size, to which a liait is set below
that which is necessary for large maps. It is of course a

great advantage to retain the soft and easily worked copper
as the material to engrave upon, and yet to bo able to multi¬
ply the number of copies from the same engraved plate in¬
definitely. .

This is effected through the electrotype process. A plate
in relief is obtained by deposite on the surface of he engrav¬
ed copper plate, and from this relief any number of copies
may be made, which are perfect fac similes of the original
engraved plate. So perfect that mere scratches into the bur¬
nisher on one plate are repeated on the other, and the very
finest engraved lines sharply copied. There is more differ¬
ence between two impressions taken from the same plate, from
difference in wiping oil the ink and other accidental variations
in printing, than between an impression taken from an original
plate, and its electrotype copy under like circumstances of
printing.

This process ha* been applied to th? maps anJ charts of the
Coast Survey since 1846. One of theengravers in the office,
Mr. Selrnar Siebert, has nnder the irnmedate direction of the
Superintendent (Prof. Bachk) completely mastered the pro¬
cess, and it is now applied to all the maps and charts engrav¬
ed, so that the originals are preserved in most cases without
injury from printing. The process may bo regulated so as to

pioduee metal of different degrees of toughness and hardness,
and s^yas to make the deposite slowly or rapidly as the fine
parts of the plates are to be copied, or the plate? are merely
to be increased in thickness to give the requisite stiffness.
Blank plates for engraving upon are also made by this process
At first the adhe=ion ofthe plates was prevented by a tlight

silvering of the surface, so thin as not to interfere with the
perfection of the copy, "and yet preventing the close contact
of the copper surface snecessary to their firm adhesnn. Now,
a slight oxidation of the surface is effected by a process first
used in the copy of the ordnance maps of Great Britain,
which answers the same purpose. This electrotyping, as th is

applied, isaiiLw nt;J important branch of art $ the minute
circumstances which influence the results requiring c'oscK'udy
and intelligent experience to secure an effective control of the
process. In no case has a plate been lost in the coast survey
process by adhesion.
With regard to the size of the plates executed in the office

of the Coast 8urrey, it may be mated that they vary frora
eighteen to thirty eight inches in length, and fourteen to thir¬
ty-four m width, though sn occasional plate of smaller di¬
mensions is executed. The time employed in producin| the
original engravings varies from six to twenty months, and
nine or ten engravers ure employed in the Coast Survey at
the present time. To demerit* the maps and charts which are

drawn, engraved, and printed by the Coast Survey would i>e
a superfluous ta»k, as they are reputed to be the most beauti-
ful and the most accurate which have ever yet been executed
in this or any other country.

The rumor of the murder of Rrv. Daniel Bakir,
an esteemed Presbyterian Missionary in Texas, is

contradicted, letters having been received from him
at l'rinccton, (New Jersey,) stating his escape from
the perils to which he was exposed among the In¬
dians, and hie safe return to Victoria.

Rkportkii Cholcra ir Naw Orlcars..A despatch from
New Orleans, dated December 17, states that tbe cholera h is

broken out in that city. There were five deaths from the dis¬
ease after a few houra sickness on tbe 16th. The people are
much alarmed. The physicians have some controversy ae to
whether the disease is the real Asiatic cholera.
The stiamship Falcon left New Orleans on the 17th test,

with a large, number of passengers for Chagres, Sound fir
California.

FKOM MEXICO.
An arrival at New Orleans brings daiei from Mexico to th*

25th ultimo. On the 21st the Spanish Minister was to have
presented his credentials, and on the previous day the French
Minister had called U> congratulate President Hr.nRr.ai on
his election to that office. Robberies were more frequent and
daring than ever l>efore, and in one instance General Bcsta-
xtsTK was obliged to rend a military force to drive the rob-
bers off. On the 13th, Gen. Urata had a skirmish with a

body of Indiana in the State of Guanajuato, and three ot the
savages were killed, a number wounded, and more than seventy
made prisoners. The outrages by the Indians have Iteen very
numerous. The national guard of Tampico have held a pub¬
lic meeting to repel and deny the imputation that they wish to
withdraw tbe department of Tampico from the Mexican Union.
Gen. Paridm, it is asserted, ia still in Mexico, and some¬
where in the State of Pueblo. The Mexican C. immiasioners,
to run the boundary line between Mexico anu this country,
according to the late treaty, ve Senora D. P».r»ao Garcia
Cosde and the young Rurlbs.

VENEZUELA.
The latest aJvices from this country, received by the way

of St. Thomas, coe.firm the news of the entrance of Pact's
troops into Msracaibo, and announce that in Apure, Carabo-
bo, ard (iuiria, the inhabitants had revolted against the Go¬
vernment in h)« favor. They had not, hpwever, been ahle to do
rnu h for want ofarms and ammunition. A pa-enger, fourteen
days from I.aguayra, states that the situation <>f Venezuela is
most deplorable. The partisans of Paxi are ardent in his
e^u««, while Mov*«»« and hl< friends lire undismayed, pos-
swsing all the resources of the Government. Both parties
have mutually sworn to exterminate their adversaries; and,
in the pursuit of their in*ane and vindictive projects, they wiil
go far, according to th" testimony of those who know the uwn,
to destroy their native country...V. O. Drl/a.
From tub Coast or Aran a..The brig Almena, arrived

at Boston, from Port Praya, October 2&th, (Gambia Novem¬
ber 17th, reports that the United (States brigs Porptri'f and
RainhriJge arrived on the 10th October from a cruise and
aailed for Port Grande. The United State* sloops Jamr*loiiTi
and Porttm'iulh were at Port Grande, fr.«m Madeira, all well.
The United States brig I'orpnist arrived a^ain October 20th,
with tbe UniUd States Naval H'ortkeeper, »nd sailed to cruise
on the coast.

The New Orleans papers of the i 1th instant announce the
<k>ath of Joe. Uakiws, an eminent and influential merchant
of that city.

LATE FROM CALIFORNIA.

FROM TH1 JOUHSTA1. OF COMMXRCE.

We havp h«en favn»d with the following extracts
from letters from Capti Spring, commanding the
ship Huntress, at San Francisco, directed to her
owners in this city :

8am Francisco, Septemher 21, 1848.
I arrived at Monterey on the morning of the 10th mutant,

exactly 142 days from New York.
On my arrival 1 found such a slate of things existing as it

is not easy to describe. The town (if such it may bo called)
I found entirely deserted. There were not ten men, and
about twice that number of women, left in the place. This
was in consequence of the discovery of extensive gold mines
on tho banks of the river Sacramento, about 24 hours run up
the river, where I am now lying. Almost before I had heard
of the news myself my crew had got hold of it, and six of
them were off. I found theie were no facilities whatever for
receiving or landing my cargo at Monterey, and being sure I
could not bo in a worse predicament here than there, I disem¬
barked tho troops, aud agreed with Gov. Mason to proceed to
this (dace.
On my arrival here, I found very much the same state of

things as at Monterey. All tho vessels in the harbor were
des. rted by their crewi, in many instances by their officers,
and in some by their masters. The facility with which any
individual may, with only ordinary industry, pick up, either
in what are called the "dry" or the " wet digging^' $2,000
or #3,000 worth of pure gold, in one month, is too much
temptation for most men.

I have not yet begun to discharge. The only lighter to
be had here, suitable for taking out my cargo, belongs to the
Government, and she is out of repair. The quartermaster
has been hard at work ever since I have been in, getting her
upon the beach. He has employed several house carpenters
who came hero from Oahu to go to tho mines, at $8 to J10
per day to do this work.

Nominally, the price of day labor is $5 to $6, but no men
are to be obtained, other than Indians or miserable worn out
men, who cannot go, or else have been to the mines, and re¬
turned sick. Fifty dollars per month are paid for men to go
very short distances about on the coast, with tho bargain (if
the vessel has any yards) that they shall not go aloft. They
Are for the moat part disbanded volunteers, and a more miser¬
able tet cannot be found elsewhere in an hospital. No men
can be obtained at any price to work out of the usual hours.
The more they are paid, the less willing are they to work.
Twenty-five cents for a glass for grogt and $1 per meal, are the
prices paid here. Gold being plenty, every description of
goods is consequen'ly high ; £30 to $60 per pair for blankets,
such as cost $4 in New York ; $5 a pair for shoes, and every
thing pro rata. The charter of a small craft, (formerly a long
boat) decked, is #50 per day. The launch of the Peacock,
lost on the bar of the Columbia some years since, airived here
yesterday, and was sold before night for $2,250 in good
clean dust, 20 carats fine, at $16 per ounce. Another which
came in from the river the same day, about a year old, of 13
tons, was sold for $4,000. They ask me $6 to $6.50 per
dozen for washing. If I could only supply the place of my
clothes by the purchase of new at New York prices, I would
throw them overboard instead of having them washed.

I left the ship Isaak Walton, only two years old, at Mon¬
terey, without a man on board. No one of our men-of war
dare anchor in any of these waters, as they would lose their
crews if they did so. At present common property is safe
enough, lying any wheie unwatched : it is too small game to
Ikj taken any notice of. There is now some tlangei in return¬
ing f.'om the mines, ns there are thoso who prefer to take the
gold already washed to their hand*, than dig and wash for
themselves. The most extravagant stories are told of gold
found, and the ease with which it is obtained. I have myBelf
seen pieces weighing one, two, and three ounces, and in one
instance a lump perfectly pure weighing more than ten
ounces avoirdupois. It is said (my informant is Governor
Mason, who has been on the ground) that parties are dig¬
ging many miles apart with equal success, and that for hun¬
dreds and hundred* of miles all the precious metals are found
ill great abundance.
When I asked him how much I might believe ef the manyapparently exaggerated stories that are told respecting the

mines, he replied, ycu may credit almost any thing you bear.
Gold is sold here now at $ 10 the ounce; generally it hasbeen
selling at $8 the ounce. Indeed, I have seen a great deal pur¬chased from the common people at the latter price. Can you
wonder that the common sailor overlooks his obligations under
such circumstances ? '

I am told from goad authority that the custom of those who
sell liquor at the mines by glas* is, to take from the little bag
which the customer holds open, a pinch (as of snuff) for one
glass of bad, watered'whiskey. I tried the experiment, a:id
tound I could easily take up $4 worth of duet, at the rate of
$16 per ounce. Those who have a large thuin\ and under¬
stand the business, can easily take up six or eight dollars in
the same way. A day or two since, a gentleman with whom
I am very well acquainted, from the Sandwich Islands, want¬
ed a man to take his trunk from the beach to his lodgings, and
seeing an idle, half-clad negro, apparently a runaway from
some vessel, ho a»ked him if he would like the job. The
fellow cast at him an indignant glance, and turned away from
him without deigning a reply ; but 4fter he had gone about
five rte|«, be turned round and approached us, drawing from
his bosom a small bag of dust, and said, " Do you think I'll
lug trunks when I'll get that much in one day He had
more than $100.

Since I commenced this, I have seen an intelligent gentle¬
man from Hartford, Connecticut, who has just come down
from the mines. He has been absent from this place two
months, and although a man of delicate constitution, (he came
out for his health,) the nett proceeds of his expedition amount¬
ed to $1,500. He gives me a vivid picture of the existing
stste of affairs up in the gold region.. He thinks more than
two millions of dollars worth of gold has been collected there
this season, and that it may be safely said the mines are in¬
exhaustible.
As you would suppose, vice of every kind and in the mo*t

horrible forms prevails here. The runaway tailors work a
while and collect a quantity of dust, which they spend with
the same reckleae.ies* that they do so much silver at home.
They pay seven or eight dollars per bottle for liquor, have a
"spree," from which they come out destitute, and then begin
again. A great deal of sickness prevails, and, as one after
another dies, be is thrown aside with the utmost indifference,
without even a covering of earth. There has not, as far as
I can learn, been any quarrelling among the diggers. There
is so much room for all to operate that there seems no neccs*
sity for any disturbance.
What will be the result of all this I cannot have any idea.

I shall improve every opportunity to inform you how I am
getting along. I have seen the last man on board an English
brig, lying uear me, hoist his chest out a!one and scull to
ahore, abandoning the craft to her fate.the captain and mates
and all the others having gone before.

no* tii* »iw Tom* coMWKMciai advertiser.

But there is a letter, with which jwe have been
favored, that takes a more temperate and rational
view of the matter, and may be read with profit,
we suspect, by some of those who are eager to rush
into the gold adventure:
" It affords me pleasure to give any of my friends who de¬

sire it all the information I can in regard California ; and,
when plain direct questions are atked, I aviil endeavor to give
plain answers j but I really cannot take the responsibility of
advising any one lo go or remain at home. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that many will be greatly disappointed. It
seem* the impression has gone forth that gold can be obtained
in California with very little labor.it is not so. Yet there
is gold there beyor.d sll question, end those who are tvKling
to dig will at least receive a fair remuneration for their labor,
perhaps for many years to come. The result of this state of
thing* will undoubtedly keep the price of labor very high, and
mechanics of every description msy find employment in Ca¬
lifornia at wh .t would be considered here great wagtx. Dut
the quantity of mechanics already gone and going there seems
to be oat of all proportion. It seems to me.and I find I am
not «!onc in this.that there has already been merchandise
enough shipped from the United States to overstock the coun¬

try for a long time. I am told that a great many young men
are going who know but little about work. To all of thia
class I say, I think it would be well for them to " luok be/are
they hap."

.'To all who are willing to submit to the hardship" of such
a life, and are able and wilting to labor with their own hands,
and can rrake up their minds to make California their future
home, there is at present no country that can hold out such
inducements for emigrants."

ero* thr BOSTON JOlRSAl.

The following is an extract from a letter to a
commercial house in this city, dated at San Fran¬
cisco, October 8:
" Since my last, the first, second, and third mate* have

run away, and the crew liave all deserted, eioept due seaman
and two boys. To enable ua to leave this port I have been
obliged to ship 'Kanakas' at $75 per month, with the pro
mise that we will return here in December. W« have now
on board the captain, one mate, cook, and nir,« working men
and boys, and the barque will sail for Mon'.crey on the 11th
inetant.

" There are seventeen vessels in port, nine of which (in-
eluding the ships Huntress and Rhon*) are laid up for want
of crews to navigate them.

.« Gold continues to be found m great abundance, and the
excitement continues in all it* force. VeaesU and people are
daily flocking here from «U parts of the Pacifio."

RHlfMES OF THE GOLD DIGGERS.

FROM TBI 81* FRARCISC0 fALIF0RRJ1R Of OCTOBER 7.

[The rhymes which follow, aside from their
merit, prove the truly gratifyiag fact that in these
gold-digging times somebody besides the editor
finds time to scribble.]

SONG OF THE SPADE.
A Parody on Hood's " Hong of the Shirt.''

Dig.dig;.dig.
To pierce for the golden ore ;

Dig.dig.dig.
Till you sweat at every pore.

Dig.dig.dig.
fo root in Ihe deep black sand,
And thio to be a citizen

Of a free and a christian land !
And iu oh ! to be a stave

To tbe heathen and the Turk,
1 o rid the hands of a christian man

From such dirty and tiresome work.

Work.work.work.
Till the back is almost broke ;

.

Work.work.woik.
With your legs and your thighs in soak.

Work.work.woik.
Revolving an old tin pan,

And warbling about with a shake and a splash,
Till you doubt you're a christian man ! J

Soul and body and mind,
Mind and body and soul,

Oh ! cannot be right when they're all confined
To the basin and the bjwl.

Pile.pile.pile.
When its only a little heap ;

^
Pile.pile.pile.

1 ill it " gradderly" grow:; more deep.
Pile.pile.pile.

And stow it away in a bag,
Till you gaze with eyes of wild surprise
On the contents of that rag !

Oh ! can it be here I stand }

And can it be gold I see '

Ho ! ho ! I'm off for a christian land,
To spend it so merrily !

roderick DHU.

MONEY AND BUSINESS.

FROM THE BOSTON" ATI.AS.
Mew*. Editors : I have read with care and attention

your articles on the protective system, and I am satisfied that
EL a,n*u am0Dg U8' lhat Proactive duties

are forth* benefit of the rich, 18 a fallacy. I am satisfied that
your reawning is correct, and that labor reaps all tbe benefit .

bu,. ,h,.,. i. lhe llb(,r f New E.eUnJ^
I ur

Bee W We Western farmers are benefited by the
system V\ e, very natnrally, want as many yards of cloth
for our do Iar as we can get, and I have a notion that we can
obtain a,reater number from England than from New Eng¬
land, and therefore that free trade is the best system for our
interest. Still, I should be glad to see the old States prosper
and, as protection seems necessary to that end, I shall not ob¬
ject to it, :f you can show me only that I shall not lose by
it. I Mir com, wheat, and pork therefore, so far as eating
goes, I at independent. Having a surplus of these articles,
I wish o urn that surplus into money, and so find the means
to supply ill my other wlnta ; but you see it is a great object
with me to make my money go far as possible.

A WESTERN FARMER.

remarks by the atlas.
We ara >bliged to " A Western Farmer" for indicaUng the

difficulties vhich lie in his way, and will endeavor to remove
them. It was our intention at some time to go over this
ground, aai we may as well do it now.
He waril. to get all the money he can for his surplus pro¬

ductions, *:iich is not only natural, but right; and then he
wants to ge all he can for his money, and that again is right.
He thinks I ut he cin best accomplish his desires by the free-
trade systetr, because England will give him more cloth for a

dollar thai* Ye can. We think he can gain his end on/y by
the protective system, liecause we say it is only under that
system thr he can get his dollar to start with, and without
the dollar i i* a matter of indifference to him who sells
cloth che-j'st, for he would not be in tbe market as a pur-
cha*..

1 he first thing, then, for the Western farmer to do is, to
fiod a pure laser for his surplus, and bis first question, Where
is my custr -ner ' For an answer to this question, let him ex¬
amine tha'dlowing statistics :

In 1844.we take that year for two reasons : I. There was
no famine any where, and the operations represent the cur¬
rent of tude under ordinary circumstances ; and, 2. We
hapj>eri to have the. documents on hand.our exports from
all the Stites to all Europe of flour, corn, and pork were as

follows, viz;
16 1,103 barrels flour ?810 556
88,903 bushels corn 44)428
11,788 barrels pork 117)880

972,864
The imports from other parts of the United States into New

England were, tor the same time.estimated by adding 50
per cent, to the imports of Boston, for the quantities received
at all the other New England porls, and which we believe to
lie under the mark, and deducting the foreign exports from
Boston ;

922,017 barre's flour $4,610,085
1,960,063 bushel** corn 1 176 397

60,000 barrels pork, exclusive of exports *600,000
6,386,482

'I hus it appears that under ordinary circumstances the con¬

sumption of New England for the breadstuff, and the pork of
the agricultural Statea is more than six times as large as that
of all Europe, and Ihe same proportion will hold good when
appLed to beef, lard, hides, wax, hemp, beans, castor oil,
lead, feathers, oats, rye, barley, butter, and all other produc¬
tions of the soil, except tobacco and cotton.
The imports of the present year, estimated as before, and

allowing the prosent month of December pro rata to the other
eleven months, will stand thus, viz :

1,117,881 barrels flour $6,707,286
3,862,779 bushels corn 2,897,083
104,000 barrels pork 1,248,000

10,852,369
Showing an increase, in four years, of seventy per cent.
The '« Western Farmer" has found an answer to his ques¬

tion New England is his customer before all tbe world.
,sh" presents a steady and constantly increasing market for all
kinds of his surplus productions. In looking to New Eng¬
land he looks to a sertainty t there is nothing depending on

dry weather or wet weather, but a heavy supply wanted un¬

der all circumstances. Here, then, he has found his dollar, and
now he wants to invest it. We tell him frankly that he must

buy what he wants of us (so fir as we ran supply his wants)
if he expects to sell to us. Our ability to consume depends
upon our ability to sell the productions of our own labor.
W e have no goldmines.nothing but fish, ice, granite, lumber,
and labor; «nd ifthese cannot be made available to buy flour and
corn, we m ist reduce our population, by emigration, to that
number which can live upoh the sea and the soil, and so close
our market sgainst the productions of agriculture from other
States. If the products of foreign labor are to come into di¬
rect competition with the products of our labor.if we must
work for European wages or emigrate to the West, and com¬

pete with the Western farmer in producing bread.we shall
choone to emigrate and adopt that alternative.

This year we have joid our aaooey for bread.for the sur¬

plus of the West but we havt not received it again. It has
b*en sent abroad to pay lor fcrsrKn fabrics, while our own
mills and workshop! have bam chased, and out labor left un¬

employed. Thru cannot last, of course, and the question for
the .. Western Farmer" to answer Is, whether he will look to
the markets of Europe, which, under ordinary circumstances,
Uo not take eneaigh of his productions to pay for hia cotton
shirts, or will be encourage New England industry, and keep
a great, sure, and growing market» We think he cannot he
-itnte in hi* answer, even if he thinks he has to pay something
more for our fabrics. But we intend to show, at another
time, that the rfeet of the protection we olsim is to reduce
prices.a point as clear, to o«r minds, as it is that our market
is of more importance to t^« agricultural States than not only
all Europe, but all the world beanies.

I.i a as At. Horatio*..Mr. Pirret, Corresponding Se¬
cretary of the American Colonisation Society, acknowledges
ru ""v"1;1 fr0»n some benevolent individual in
New York, in response'to the call for the means to send the
200 slaves of the Kose estate to Africa.

THE CHOLERA.LETTER FROM A LADV.
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer:

(itsrri-KMKN : As much alarm ia naturally excited by the
approach of the Cholera, I send you (by my husband'¦ pw-
miwion) . prescription which, ia our experience, (limited, to
be eure,) han never failed to cure that disease. It has been
uaed for more than forty year* paat in caaea of the ordinaryCholera of our country, and, though brought from India, was
applied at first timidly during the laat season of the Asiatic
epidemic. As it succeeded then beyond hope, I am embold¬
ened to offer it to you now, only requesting of you th« cour¬
tesy of conccaling the name of your constant and deeply in¬
terested reader.
- Poet Gibson, (Miss.) Novembek 27, 1848.

Chalk Julep, for Cholera Morbus..
3 drachms sal. tartar,
1 ounce prepaied chalk,
4 ounces water, either rain-water or distilled.

The bottle to be well shaken when used. Two teaspoon-fuls a dose for an adult. To be given, according to the vio¬
lence of the disease, at intervals of ten minutes to half anhour till the attack ceases In cases of Auiatic Cholera, ten
to fifteen drops of spirits camphor should be added to eachdose.

This recipe was brought (if my memory be correct) by a

physician from India, (Dr. butLimiTo.v, some time member
of Congress from Pennsylvania.) It was used with unfailing
success in very severe seizures during the las) visitation of
the Cholera in this country. It will keep, mixed or unmixed,
for any length of time; whereas the chalk julep of the dis¬
pensatory soon lerments. It was u«ed by an American phy¬
sician in the following formula, and succeeded in very ad¬
vanced stages of the disease :

3 drs. creta ppt.
-1 dr. sal. tart.
2 oz. peppermint water,
Laudanum, 15 drops.Dose same as before. Follow it up with tonics, chieilypreparations of iron and bark, as soon as the patient is conva¬

lescent.
I am tempted also to give you a prescription of a very suc-

cesstul physician fur the dispensatory, which, in my experi¬
ence ol that disease, has never foiled to effect a cure. The
physician was a man of great science and tkilh He was also
a Baptist exhorter, and bellsved himself to be often aided by
Divine Wisdom in the application of the various articles* of
the materia medica in his practice.

1 oz. Epsom salts,
i oz. carbonate of magnesia,
G grs. ipecacuanha.

To ba>wel! mixed and divided into nine powders. Do6e
for an adult, one powder mixed with water. To be repeated
every two hours till the pain entirely subsides.

Physicians speak something of the unity of disease. It
may be so; but neither (he chalk julep nor spirits of camphor
have any good effect in dysentery. Nor are these powders of
any use in Cholera.

* He was the Medical Preceptor of Dr. Dablisgtox.

LATEST DESPATCHES.

Baltimore, December 22.5 P.M.
The new and beautiful clipper<built schooner Greyhound

is now loading rapidly with goods for California. The mate¬
rials comprising her cargo are quite various.
The unfavorable weather has' operated against outdoor bu¬

siness. Flour is held firmer. Sales of 400 barrels Howard
street at $4.75 ; City Mills held at $4.94 a $5. Corn meal
$2 62 ; rye flour $4 per barrel.
Wheat is selling at 95 a 103 cents for good to prime reds ;

white do. 105 a 108 cents. Corn steady : sales of white at
45 a 46, and yellow 49 a 50 ; rye 60 ; oats 26 a 30 cents.

Provisions steady ; sales moderate ; prices firm. Beef cat¬
tle $3 per 100 pound*, gross average. Live hogs $4.50 a
$5. Whiskey 25 a 26 cents per gallon.
The tobacco market is very dull; no sales of moment, and

prices unchanged. The inspections of the week are G02 hhde.
Stocks not quite so firm. Nothing done in Government

securities. Sales of 77 shares Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
bonds 31 j a 32, a decline.
My despatches from New York and Philadelphia afford

nothing that is new. The markets in both cities continue
very dull. At New York flour is selling at $5.31 a 5.37 for
Western, and $5.37 a 5.44 for Genesee; Georgetown held at
$5 50. Corn meal $2.87 ; rye flour $3.12} Genesee white
wheat at 125 cents ; rrd at 103 a 112 ; corn 57 a 60 cents
for new mixed, and 61 a 70 for new and old yellow.

NOTICE..To life Heirs and Representatives of the late
Miss Eleaxob McCokmick, deceased, of Washington

county, Maryland.
After paying the debts of her estate, and the heirs of IlUgli

and John McCorruick, there it in my hands above $400, be¬
sides a small amount uncollected, which will be paid to any
one legally authorized to receive it.

CHARLES KEMPER,
Admi nistratorde bonis non ofEleanor McCormick, deceased.

Near Warrenton, Fauquier county, Virginia,
nov 28.w3m

BRILLIANT LOTTERIES.
FOR JANUARY, 184».

4. W. MAURY * CO., Managers.

40,000 Dollars.
VIRGINIA 8TATE LOTTERY,

For the Benefit of Monongalia Academy,
Class No. 4, for 1849.

To be drawn at Alexandria, Va., Saturday, Jan. 6th, 1849.
H WILLI ANT SCHEME.

1 prize of ..... .$40,000
i do .... 13,000
i do .... 10,000
1 do .... 5,000
1 do .... 3,000

I prize of. $-,392
I do .... '2,000

30 do .... 1,000
30 do .... 500

kc. kc.
78 Number Lottery.14 drawn Ballots.

Tickets $10.Halves $5.Quarters $2.50.
Certificate of package of 26 whole tickets $130 00

Dodo 36 half do 65 00
Do do 26 quarter do 32 50

Capital $42,439.30 Prizes of $5,000 !
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For tlie Benefit of Monongalia Academy,
Class No. 8, for 1849.

To be drawn in Alexandria, Va., Saturday, Jan. IS, 1949.
SPLENDID SCHEME.

1 splendid prize of $42,439
30 do 5,000

134 do (Lowest 3 No. prizes)..., 500
dtc. See.&c.

76 number lottery.11 drawn ballots.
Tickets $12.Halve* $6.Quarters $3.Eighths $l.f>0.

Certificate of a package of 25 whole tickets $170 00
Do do of 25 half do 85 00
Do do of 25 quarter d® 42 50
Do do 25 eighths do 21 26

2 prizes of $30,000 each, arc $80,000..
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For the Benefit of Monongalia Academy,
Class No. 12, for 184!*.

To be drawn at Alexandria, Va. , Ssturday, Jan. 20, 11*49.
MKILLIAHT SCBBMJt.

1 prize of $30,000 > 160.000do 30,000 f '

are 24,000do 12,000)
do 12,000)
:!°o iff*°°°

J are....» '.10,0C0
are..... ...«,i52

do 5,000
do 3,226)
do 3,226;

10 prizes of ... .$1,500 I 90 prises of .... 600
10 do .... 1,2001> kc. ke.

75 number lottery.12 «fr*wn ballot*.
Tickets $10.Halves $5.Quarters $2.50

Certificates of packages o< 25 whole tickets $130 00
Dodo 95 halves do 65 00

Dodo 25 quarters do 3i 50

$70,000.$30,000.-$15,000.
VIRGINIA STATE LOTTERY,

For the Benefit of Monongalia Academy.
Class A, for 1849.

To be drawn in Alexsnrlris, Va., on Saturday, Jan. 27, 1849.
15 drawn ballots out of 78.
MOST SFLENItlD SCHEME

1 prize of 4,096
5 prizes of $8,000
10 do '.l,MO
100 do 1,000
100 do 50°

lie.

1 splendid prize of $70,000
1 do 30,000
1 do 15,000
1 do 10,000
1 do 7,000

ke. ke.
Tickets $20.Halves $10.Quartern $ft.Eighths $2 50.
¦A certificate of . packfcge of 26 Whole tickets $210 00

Dodo 26 Halves .120 OQ
Dodo 26 Quarters 60 00
Dodo 26 Eighths 3'j qO

* Orders for tiekets snd shares and eertifieates of packages is
the above Splendid Lotteries will receive the most prompt
attention. Slid an official account ofeacli draw .(1g ient imme¬
diately after it is over to all who order frnr, .« Address

I 7 J. A O. MAURY,
Agents for J, W. MAUR\ h Co,, Managers.Idec 99.td Alexandria, Virginia.


